w LOGIN TO RS ALL ACCESS

MOVIES & TV

| SEARCH |

MUSIC  POLITICS MOVIES& TV ~ REVIEWS : ARTISTS BLOGS : PHOTOS

VIDEOS

SUBSCRIBE

Bue 2k B

18

RoltingStone

click here to listen

The Playlist Special

Your Favorite Artists Pick Their Favorite Songs

SPONSORED BY

’ Music Unlimited

On Sony Entertainment Network

'Walking Dead' Recap: When the Zombies
Found Jesus

Season two kicks off with an extravaganza of undead killing, and
church bells
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The Walking Dead is back! And it has SO
MANY ZOMBIES. I'm sorry, they're called
"Walkers" in this show, but let's just be for
reals and call them zombies because

"walkers" is a much less terrifying word.

Season two begins as Sheriff Rick delivers
a walkie-talkie monologue chock full of
exposition to that guy Morgan we saw a

Andrew Lincoln as Sheriff Rick Grimes in AMC's The Walking

Dend million years ago. It's very Meredith Grey

except instead of talking about feelings and
£ G Pagmitic making some extended metaphor about
how surgery is just like growing up, he's
telling Morgan that the CDC was a dead end and his motley crew is going to move on to Fort
Bennett. What is Fort Bennett? Wiki says it's in South Dakota, which seems like a crazy
distance to travel from Atlanta. But maybe there is a secret Fort Bennett or a closer Fort

Bennett that I don't know about. Maybe Mother Abigail is there. I don't know.

‘While Rick is telling Morgan to be safe and keep his eves open, he also mentions that the CDC
Guy (remember the CDC guy? Truman's best friend from the Truman Show? He showed us
that video about the zombie plague and then we found out his wife was the subject of the
video) told him something important. What did CDC guy tell Sheriff Rick? That moment was
so very Lost in Translation! And are we finally going to find out what he said? No. Rick keeps
us hanging, that little bitch.

So the people who are still alive (do we have a name for this gang? Let's call them the Still
Alives) set out in a motorcade and then, oh no, the road is blocked. And the RV's radiator goes
kaput. There are so many cars filled with dead people! The smart people in the Stll Alives start
looking through the cars and trucks and scavenging clothes and water and weapons. Stupid
Lori is like "This is a graveyard," but, as anyone who plays videogames knows, when you get
to graveyard you loot the bodies. LOOT THE BODIES. Maybe vou will find a magical sword
that gives you +7 Zombie-killing.

And then Shane finds pay dirt when he discovers a truck filled with bottled water and he
showers himself with it, exclaiming, "It's like being baptized, man!" This is not-at-all subtle
foreshadowing that we are going to be dealing with religion at some point soon. It's like
Chekhov's gun — if you talk about being baptized in act one, there is totally going to be some
sort of Jesus thing by Aect 3.

And then the zombies come! Oh no! There are so many zombies. Holy FUCK, there are so
many zombies! Where did those zombies come from? And what will the Still Alives do? Oh, of
course, they will hide under all those cars because zombies just shuffle forward and don't
usually bend to look under cars. And blondie Andrea hides in a bathroom, which is dumb
because people always die when they hide in the bathrooms. It's the zombie-kills-you-in-the-
bathroom trope. She survives because Uncle Dale throws her a screwdriver through the
sunroof and she stabs the zombie in the eye. Because she doesn't have a gun. And Unele Dale
decides that she can't have a gun because she was recently suicidal, so even though there are
hordes of zombies around, let's just make sure she has a never-ending stash of serewdrivers.
Smart decision! Screwdrivers are the best weapons.

The Still Alives think they are safe and they all get out from under their hidey-holes, but oh
no! There are still zombies and the little girl Sophia shrieks and runs into the woods. Sheriff

ADVERTIS

LIVE

EXCLUSIVE, INTIMATE,

EMENT

UNSCRIPTED PERFORMANCES
CLICK HERE TO WATCH

PRESENTED BY

STAY CONNECTED

Sign up to get Rolling Stone's daily newsletter.

SUBMIT

MOST POPULAR

MUSIC POLITICS PHOTOS VIDEOS

Sonie Youth's Kim Gordon
and Thurston Moore
Announce Split

- Exclusive Stream: RLE.M.'s

Y-
m Final Single, 'We All Go Back

to Where We Belong’

Exclusive Stream: Patrick
Stump Embraces Club Pop on
'Soul Punk’

Radichead Reloads for Post-
'King of Limbs' Dlitz

' SIGN UP FOR OUR
NEWSLETTERS

{= CLICK HERE = “x



http://www.rollingstone.com/latestissue
http://archive.rollingstone.com/
http://www.rollingstone.com/
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies
http://www.rollingstone.com/music
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies/news/walking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017#
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/artists
http://www.rollingstone.com/blogs
http://www.rollingstone.com/photos
http://www.rollingstone.com/videos
https://www.rollingstonesubscriptions.com/storefront/site/rs-4for1.html
http://www.facebook.com/rollingstone
http://www.twitter.com/rollingstone
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3ba5/3/0/%2a/y%3B244693770%3B0-0%3B0%3B46998319%3B3454-728/90%3B44440617/44458405/1%3B%3B~okv%3D%3Btile%3D1%3Bdcopt%3Dist%3Bsz%3D728x90%3B~aopt%3D2/1/84/0%3B~sscs%3D%3fhttp://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/3/17080;174719;50126;211;0/?ft_sgid=613&url=http://www.rollingstone.com/music/playlists
https://twitter.com/share?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rollingstone.com%2Fmovies%2Fnews%2Fwalking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017&source=tweetbutton&text='Walking%20Dead'%20Recap%3A%20When%20the%20Zombies%20Found%20Jesus%20%7C%20Movies%20News%20%7C%20Rolling%20Stone&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rollingstone.com%2Fmovies%2Fnews%2Fwalking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017&via=rollingstone
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rollingstone.com%2Fmovies%2Fnews%2Fwalking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies/news/walking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017#comments
mailto:?subject='Walking Dead' Recap: When the Zombies Found Jesus&body=http://www.rollingstone.com/movies/news/walking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies/news/walking-dead-recap-when-the-zombies-found-jesus-20111017?print=true
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Bennett
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cII0sq4LEpg
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3ba5/3/0/%2a/v%3B245671002%3B0-0%3B0%3B46998319%3B4307-300/250%3B44326515/44344302/1%3B%3B~okv%3D%3Btile%3D2%3Bsz%3D300x250%3B~aopt%3D2/1/84/0%3B~sscs%3D%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;246983991;70089109;y?http://www.rollingstone.com/videos/rs-live/tom-morello-rocks-as-the-nightwatchman-20110915
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/sonic-youths-kim-gordon-and-thurston-moore-announce-split-20111015?link=mostpopular1
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/exclusive-stream-r-e-m-s-final-single-we-all-go-back-to-where-we-belong-20111018?link=mostpopular2
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/exclusive-stream-patrick-stump-embraces-club-pop-on-soul-punk-20111013?link=mostpopular3
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/radiohead-reloads-for-post-king-of-limbs-blitz-20111013?link=mostpopular4
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/fred-durst-develops-sitcom-for-cbs-20111014?link=mostpopular5
http://www.rollingstone.com/random-notes?link=pv1

Rick goes after her, doing a dive-roll down a hill with a loaded gun, which seems ill-advised.
He hides her in a dead tree and draws the zombies away and then smashes their skulls in with
a rock. Niee skull smash, Sheriff Rick!

But Sophia is missing. So the Stay Alives go off to find her. Sheriff Rick and Daryl-the-
redneck track a hippie zombie and kill him and then decide to disembowel him to make sure
he didn't eat the little girl. He didn't. Schwoo. And then blondie Andrea confronts Dale about
how she doesn't have a gun and he says he feels safer without letting a suicidal lady who
doesn't know how to shoot be the one packing heat. And she gives him this whole speech
about how he took her choice away. Let's support the woman's right to choose! Give her the
gun! U.S. Out of My Uterus.

They still can't find Sophia so the rest of the Still Alives go into the woods to look for her,
except for Dale and T-Dog (the actor who plays T-Dog is named IronE Singleton. I hope he
pronounces it "Irone" although I suspect it's "Iron-E.") (Like Wall-€!) The find a tent and
Sophia's mom (does she have a name? She was the one who had that mean husband) calls
for Sophia, but the only person in the tent is a dead camper wearing a pin that says "No
Excuse for Domestic Violence" who killed himself. Daryl takes his gun (LOOT THE BODIES)
and then the Still Alives hear bells, They set off in the direction of the ringing noises.

And they discover a church, although there's no steeple and no bell tower. The mystery of the
bells! Inside the church are three church-going zombies. The male Still Alives dispatch the
Church Zombies, all of whom appear to be dressed in 18th-century clothing. Maybe the woods
outside of Atlanta are also where The Village takes place. This church also features a large
crucifix with a statue of Jesus on it. Jesus looks a lot like a zombie. Symbolism. Sophia's
mother, who does have a name (Carol!), prays to Jesus for Sophia's safety. It would be so
awesome if Jesus opened his eves and made a moaning noise and ate Carol, but this sadly does

not happen.

The bells go off again and the gang realizes the bells are just pre-recorded and set to go off on a
timer. Fancy church, with vour bells on a imer! Sheriff Rick and Shane send the rest of the
Still Alives to search the other side of the creek bed, and they decide to stick around in case
Sophia also heard those bells. Carl the Kid also stays with them. And Sheriff Rick decides to
have his religious moment and begs Not-A-Zombie-Jesus to give him a sign that he's doing

domestic violence.)

Rick and Shane and the kid head back into the woods and hear a noise. Is it Sophia? Isita
zombie? No! It is a magnificent buck. Perhaps even a Yearling, Pa! Surely this is a sign!
Thank vou, Jesus, for giving us today our daily buck. Carl the Kid gets closer and closer to the
animal and I am like "OMG, that animal is going to gore him with his antlers any second.”
But noooo, Carl keeps inching closer and closer with this beatific smile on his face, loving his
Bambi-moment, until a shot rings out and takes down the buck and the kid in one fell swoop.
And then the episode is over before we know if the buek and the kid turn into zombies and ride
off into the sunset, although that is probably unlikely but still could be considered a sign.
Thank you, Jesus, for sending the deer! And then shooting the kid! Y ou are a confusing dude,
Jesus.
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Travis Reininger | Less than a minute ago REPLY H

I haven'thad the chance to see the premiere of the second Walking Dead season
yet, but this article is really bad. This is Rolling Stone? And what's with all the
pointless tangents and pop culture references? Wait, let's try this again.

I haven't had the chance to see the premiere of the second Walking Dead...you
know, the one with SO MANY ZOMBIES!! season yet. Yet, they aren't called
zombies here, they are called walkers. For reals. Like, WALKER Texas Ranger!
Anywho - this article is really B-B-B-BAD, Bad to the Boneeeeee!

u/

Lucas Zumsteg | 1 hour, 58 minutes ago REPLY iy

‘What I wanna know is, why were there dead people left in the vehicles? Anyone
who as read the comics knows that as soon as you're dead, enless by a lethal blow to
the dome, you soon become a zombie. But NO, not with these people who just
decided to die in their cars for no aparent reason. I know that this show doesn't
directly follow the comics, but does have the the main plot, and this aspect of the
plot to me is one of the main points. For a writer to over look this aspectis very
disapointing. Doubly disapointing knowing that this episode was written by the
auther of the comic series himself, Robert Kirkman. Tisk, tisk Mr. Kirkman. T
expect more from a show of this calibor. So stick to writing comics, Bob (Do you
mind if I call you Bob, Mr. Kirkman?), leave the TV to the professionals.

Michael Morris | 4 hours. 32 minutes ago R iy

‘Wow, so steeped in irony, but really just a sophomorically satirical recap with a
"I'm better than this show" tone. Zombie Jesus, man, learn to write or something.

David Silva | 7 hours. 11 minutes ago REPLY D

Fort Benning, you idiot. No more reviews for you.

==/ Chris Montes | 10 hours. 35 minutes ago REPLY H
RefigersS
Did a high schooler write this?
- < Dominic Belvedere | 16 hours, 27 minutes ago REPLY H

Having grown up in Georgia I instantly knew he was talking about Fort Benning not
Bennet. Horrible recap hire some writers who can actual write along with being able
to watch a show and comprehend it at the same time.

7 d

Paul Huyter | 19 hours. 49 minutes ago REPLY a

"Vou are one confusing dude, Jesus." Next to you, he's clear as a bell. Another
'Rolling, Stoned' commentary... seeking, but still not finding, something intelligent
to say about anything.

Michael D Pagliaro | Yesterday. 7:28 PM EDT REPLY o

1 guess the saying is true 'Everyone's a critic'... In this case 'Everyone's is an
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English teacher'
I am taking a line from 'Airheads' (look it up) "Ifit's too loud, you're too old"

1f you want a best seller read one.
LOL... OMG... Tmout'

Michael D Pagliaro | vesterday. 7-42 PM EDT
[*Everyone's an English teacher] - I'm an idiot and still think the

show was a dud last night, hopefully next episode is better.

Taylor Berryman | Yesterday. 6:43 PM EDT REPLY 1y

This is one of the laziest reviews I have ever read.

Vanessa Wade | Yesterday. 6:35 PM EDT REPLY A

This review -- if you can call it that — is one of the most annoying and poorly
written things I have ever read. I guess it is supposed to be a comedy piece? Oh
well, it fails miserably by any standard.

Scott Zaccagnini | Yesterday. 5:58 PM EDT REPLY iy

You will have to excuse me while I go on a little rant here. This comment has
nothing to do with True Blood.

1 have been blocked from making comments on the Rolling Stone Facebook page
and think it is absolutely ridiculous. T got no warning or anything. I have liked and
disliked the page numerpus tomes to see if it will work and it does not. Does anyone
else have this problem? T would like to know why I cannot post commets. I still can
from here but not on Facebook.

Emily Budd | Yesterday. 5:18 PM EDT REPLY iy

1 think you may be confusing 'Fort Bennett' with 'Fort BENNING,' which is
absolutely in Georgia.

Eric Smithling | Yesterday. 5:16 PM EDT REPLY aH

I hate to be that guy, but Bex, you really need to work on your writing skills. [ had
to stop reading this recap because it was so poorly written. Seriously, stop with the
unnecessary ALL CAPS text and the random exclamation points when they aren't
needed. And last I checked "The mystery of the bells!" is not, and will never bea
complete sentence. Rolling Stone, there are several journalist majors out there who
could use the work. I think you should start hiring those people.

Melanio Flaviano | Yesterday. 5:12 PM EDT REPLY A

I hate to say, everytime I stared at that deer, I wanted it to just suddenly show its
teeth and be Zombified....too much sentimentality with that scene only to end
violently like the Yearling or Bambi!

Daniel Curry | Yesterday. 4:47 PM EDT REPLY A

This is one of the worst TV-related Rolling Stone articles I've read, including that
cover story of Snooki. Just give me a straight review without your commentary
that reminds me of junior high.

Michael D Pagliaro | vesterday. 2:32 Pm EDT REPLY o

Number 1 there were too many commercial breaks, distinctly in the last 30 minutes
of the show. It was like they needed to stretch it out to fill the 1.5 hour slot.
Number 2 the old man with binoculars should of seen that large pack of zombies
coming a little sooner.

Number 3 there was no sense of location in the woods, an aerial view would have
been helpful. Lets walk over here, ZOMBEIE. Lets walk over here, TENT WITH
DEAD GUY. What's that a church bell, lets walk over there, MORE ZOMBIES &
JESUS CHRIST. Who writes this stuff.

Number 4, on Jesus Christ did the blood on his body seem to become more evident
as the scene went on? Lastly, where the hell did that little girl go... And after all that
searching it ends with the boy being shot (that was the only good scene in the whole
episode).

Dave Rice | Yesterday, 12:53 PM EDT REPLY
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I agree with Doug. Did a 4th grader write this? For reals? OMG!

Vie Williams | 1 hour, 27 minutes ago
You're doing a huge disservice to 4th graders.

Doug Goodwin | Yesterday. 12:27 PM EDT REPLY Iy

This review/ recap is horribly written. Can anyone follow Schwartz's incoherent
structure? What happened to Rolling Stone?

Keith Obaza | Yesterday. 12:27 PM EDT REPLY a

this is an insufferably bad written article. next time please stop trying to be hip and
ironic and just review the friggin episode. christ

Bret Faunce | Yesterday. 12:01 PM EDT REPLY

Fort Benning makes sense. Its chock full of weapons and badasses if they cant find
protection there then where?

Sean Villafranca | Yesterday. 11:55 AM EDT REPLY A

Have you noticed that it seems like the writers have made all of the women
(including the little girl) insufferably annoying? What's up with that?

Chris Baker | Yesterday. 11:29 AM EDT REPLY o

Fort Benning not Fort Benett - it's in rural Georgia. Was this written

Ron Booth | vesterday, 5:24 PM EDT
nice. I got confused is not a great answer for a journalist.

Bex Schwartz | vesterday, 11:35 AM EDT
Sorry! Fort Benning! I misheard and I am not very familiar with
forts!

Charissa Curry | Yesterday. 11:16 AM EDT ¥ iy

they're headed to fort benning - not bennet. benning is in georgia
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